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What Pottery Reveals About Societal

Transformations

https://www.leiza.de/en/press/details-press-releases/what-pottery-reveals-about-

societal-transformations
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Image 1

Societal dynamics may be reflected in
ceramic styles: changes in decoration
diversity and shapes are linked to
changes in societal complexity.
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Image 2

Decoration motifs on ceramic vessels can
provide valuable insights into social dynamics.
Vessel from the Linear Pottery Culture, from the
Flomborn cemetery in Rhenish Hesse, dating to
circa 5,200 BC.
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Image 3

This fully preserved vessel, decorated in the style
of the south-eastern European Western Trypillia
Culture and dating to around 3,700 BC, was
discovered during excavations at Talianky in
Ukraine, one of the largest known settlements of
the Neolithic (excavations by Volodymyr Kruts
and Oleksiy Korvin-Piotrovskiy).

Picture credits: Oleksiy Korvin-Piotrovskiy,
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (2008
campaign, excavations by Volodymyr Kruts and
Oleksiy Korvin-Piotrovskiy)

Leibniz-Zentrum fir Archiologie (LEIZA)

As a Leibniz Research Institute and Museum for Archaeology, LEIZA researches humans and
their development on the basis of material remains from three million years across time and
space. The fundamental knowledge gained from this helps us to better understand human
behaviour and actions and the development of societies. In this way, LEIZA enriches human
knowledge with the archaeological perspective and creates essential foundations for
reflecting on the present and shaping the future. With archaeology, LEIZA understands the
human being in context and shares the knowledge gained in international dialogue. LEIZA is
active worldwide and has successfully and comprehensively conducted research in various
regions of Africa, Asia and Europe. The unique concentration of archaeological, scientific,
restoration and information technology expertise combined with important workshops,
laboratories and archives allows object-oriented research to be carried out on the
archaeology of the ancient world (Asia, Africa, Europe) from the beginnings of human history
to modern times. As one of eight research museums of the Leibniz Association, LEIZA
combines excellent science with exhibitions and, with its educational mission, is also a place
of dialogue with the public.

Until its international renaming on 1 January 2023, the LEIZA was known as the Romano-
Germanic Central Museum (RGZM) and was founded in Mainz in 1852 by resolution of the
German historical and antiquities societies. Since 2024, the LEIZA has been represented at a
total of four locations in Germany: Mainz, Neuwied, Mayen and Schleswig. www.leiza.de
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