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LEIZA Journal of Archaeology (LJA) 
A Manifesto for a New Journal of World Archaeology 
 
LJA is a new double-blind peer-reviewed, English-language journal of world archaeology 
at the Leibniz-Zentrum für Archäologie in Mainz. LJA is an online journal dedicated to 
deep analytical, reflective and synthetic work on humans and their biological, socio-
cultural and economic development within the broader context of climate and 
environment; all while addressing the inherent entanglement of past and present. It 
covers Europe, Africa and Asia from palaeolithic till medieval times.  
 
LJA is committed to the highest standards of academic excellence and is guided by an 
international Editorial Board of 25 leading scholars, whose wide-ranging and 
complementary expertise spans the full scope of the journal and safeguards its scientific 
direction, quality and integrity. LJA publishes longer research and review papers, shorter 
discussions and comments, as well as news reports and policy briefs.  
 

⇒ How does LJA cater to a changing world of archaeological research? 
By almost every measurable indicator, archaeology today produces far more scholarly 
output than it did twenty years ago. This growth is not merely a matter of more scientists 
publishing more papers, or of more journals serving ever more specialized niches. The 
rate of discoveries has also increased, linked to new technologies that are revealing sites 
and data at unprecedented scales. This expanding volume and specialization of research 
have generated revolutionary levels of empirical knowledge and methodological savoir-
faire; a trend that is likely to accelerate further with the continued evolution of Generative 
AI. The result is an ever-growing constellation of archaeological ‘dots on the map’ that 
increasingly enrich our understanding of the past. Yet, these developments have also 
contributed to a progressively fragmented body of archaeological scholarship, often 
consisting of short, narrowly scoped and rapidly disseminated studies. This seriously 
entails the risk of fragmenting our collective understanding. It also places growing 
pressure on the importance of long-form papers in fostering the kind of transformative 
and complex research upon which disciplinary and human progress ultimately depends. 
One core idea behind LJA is precisely that one of archaeology’s greatest challenges today 
is not generating new evidence but integrating increasingly abundant interdisciplinary 
knowledge and know-how into coherent, meaningful and impactful reconstructions. This 
underpins much of what research and review papers in LJA should strive for. 
 

⇒ Why is LEIZA the ideal institution to lead a new world archaeology journal? 
In a time when understanding humanity’s shared past is more important than ever, the 
Leibniz-Zentrum für Archäologie is uniquely positioned to launch a new international 
journal of archaeology. As a globally active research institute and museum, LEIZA brings 
together a wide range of interdisciplinary expertise to investigate human societies across 
three million years of history in Europe, Africa and Asia. This broad temporal, geographic 
and methodological coverage reflects LEIZA’s vision that neither the past nor the present 
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can be understood and studied in isolation. Rather, both are shaped by long-term 
processes and shared developments that connect people across different periods and 
regions. From this perspective, the most fundamental archaeological questions – from 
human behaviour, mobility and socio-cultural interaction, to resilience, climate (change) 
and technological innovation – can only be answered by transcending conventional 
boundaries and implementing approaches that recognize the interconnected nature of 
human experience through time and space. LJA exists precisely to deal with these global 
archaeological questions and provides a high-quality platform to bring together diverse 
scholarly voices, data and methods to develop broader perspectives on the human past, 
presence and future, able to shape debates and advance the field of world archaeology. 
 

⇒ How does LJA leads in a changing world of scholarly publishing? 
LJA launches as a Diamond Open Access journal, to ensure that both authors and readers 
can always and permanently publish and access research free of charge. By removing all 
barriers for authors, DOA ensures that all researchers, regardless of institute affiliation 
or access to funding, can publish their work with maximum visibility and impact. This 
advances the mission of LJA to foster dialogue across disciplinary and geographic 
boundaries, and to spotlight scholarship from diverse and underrepresented research 
communities. DOA also caters to the changing readership of academic papers. Scholarly 
publications are no longer read by academics only, but increasingly serve policymakers, 
heritage professionals, industry partners, and the wider public. DOA allows stakeholders 
beyond academia to themselves directly consult the original archaeological research. 
 

⇒ Why submit your work to LJA? 
o Publish in the flagship journal of LEIZA, a major archaeological research institute 

in Germany and an internationally acclaimed centre of excellence; 
o Publish in Diamond Open Access, under license CC BY-SA 4.0, granting your work 

greater discoverability and visibility, more views and citations, and more impact; 
o Benefit from a high-standard, double blind peer-review process, and a 3-month 

submission-to-publication workflow; 
o Showcase your work in great detail, supported by high-quality illustrations and the 

integration of multiple datasets; all-in an enhanced online format; 
o Help build a journal that truly reflects the global nature of archaeology, advances 

innovative research and deepens our understanding of humanity’ shared past. 
 

⇒ What submission formats does LJA accept?  
o Research papers: to disseminate research in great detail, and with ample room for 

addressing its meaning and implications for and beyond the discipline;  
o Review papers: to critically analyse the latest work on specific themes and topics, 

or to investigate open questions and key research directions; 
o Discussions: to spotlight current views, debates or key research perspectives; 
o Comments: to deliver brief impulses for ongoing research debates; 
o News items: to foreground new discoveries and projects or provide policy briefs. 

 
Thinking about submitting? Check our website and consult our “Before you submit” to 
see if your work fits, and send your work to leizajournalofarchaeology@leiza.de. 
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